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hey sfeal into our back gardens under the cloak of darkness, illuminating the cool night
Tcuir with chirps, croaks and whistles — irresistible serenades fo eggladen females. In the
morning, as the sun glints from dew-soaked reeds, the spoils of the previous night's chorus
are revealed in the form of small jellied mounds bubbling from pond's surface, heralding the

onset of spring.

As days pass, small black dots piercing the center of the jelly ball elongate and wriggle
free of gelatinous prisons. As days turn into weeks the wriggling larvae perform one of the
most incredible transformations on earth, from denizens of the water to denizens of land. No

larger animals undergo such a dramatic metamorphosis as the frogs.

Meanwhile, male salamanders dance to a silent tune at the bottom of the pond, wafting
pheromones with a flickering tail towards indifferent females who carefully curl leaves around
cherished eggs, one by one, as if wrapping finy giffs, before slinking back to the forest to

curl under a mossy log.

It is little wonder that amphibians — creatures almost unchanged since the time of the

dinosaurs - capture our childhood imaginations.

But as we perform our own metamorphosis to adulthood, our gaze shifts from shimmering
ponds to backlit screens, from transforming tadpoles to viral videos, as we slowly lose

touch with the creatures with which we shared our childhood adventures. Our sense of
wonderment is dulled by the daily grind and we find ourselves too ‘busy’ to fish streams for
tadpoles or roll crumbling logs in search of elusive salamanders. And eventually we ask Why

does it matter if amphibians disappear?

Enter Meet Your Neighbours, a global initiative on a mission to reconnect people with the
wildlife on their own doorsteps — and to share these with the world as crisp portraits against

a luminous white background.

Free from distracting backgrounds, our eyes are free to feast upon vibrant colours and
explore rich textures. Without any sense of scale it is up fo us fo decide whether the creature
is the size of a grain of rice or the size of a golf ball. We are invited 1o see the animals in a

new light.

As an amphibian conservationist and a photographer it is a great honour to call myself
one of the Meet Your Neighbours Team, and it is a privilege to call Meet Your Neighbours
as a partner of the Amphibian Survival Alliance. VWe cannot expect people to care that
amphibians are threatened if they do not first care about amphibians and, by bringing

the hidden world of amphibians into the light, Meet Your Neighbours is engaging people

worldwide to appreciate these often overlooked animals.

| hope you enjoy the striking portraits of amphibians on the following pages — brought fo you

by some of the most talented wildlife photographers from across the world — as much as

I do.

Robin D. Moore
Conservation Officer, Amphibian Survival Alliance

Photographer, Meet Your Neighbours

www.amphibians.org
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-|_ hank you for downloading this eBook! It is my hope that you'll not only find it If you are tempted 1o ask “Well, why do we need salamanders or frogs anyway?2” you may
educational, but also inspirational. More importantly, | hope that it will encourage you fo as well ask, “why do we need friends or community2” VWe can live without all these things
venture outdoors wherever you may live and discover the amphibians living in your part of but our lives are much the poorer if we do so.

the world. Perhaps by making this personal connection you'll not only realize the beauty of

Clay Bolt
Co-Founder, Meet Your Neighbours

these natural treasures but also their importance to the well-being of the planet.

It is often frightening to hear about all of the bad things that are happening in nature these www.meetyourneighbours. net

days. All too offen these issues seem so overwhelmingly huge that it feels like all hope
is lost. To that I would say, “Don’t lose hope!” There is sfill so much that each of us can Special thanks to Candace M. Hansen/ Amphibian Survival Alliance for providing species
do in our daily lives to make a difference in the places where we live. Simple actions captions and to the contributing Meet Your Neighbours photographers for the use

such as providing backyard habitat, using less pesticides and getting involved in local of their images.

wetland restoration efforts can have a postive affect on populations of amphibians in our PLEASE NOTE: An Internet connection is required for link interactivity.
communifies. If more communities do the same thing, eventually the ripples meet up forming

a wave of change.

Meet Your Neighbours is an international photographic initiative that reveals the wildlife
living amongst us in an extraordinary way. These creatures and plants are vital fo people:

they represent the first, and for some, the only contact with wild nature we have.

Meet Your Neighbours dignifies these common species by giving them celebrity treatment.

Each is photographed on location in a field studio. A brilliantlyit white background removes
the context, encouraging appreciation of the subject as an individual rather than a species.
Their own form constitutes the composition. Seen this way, animals
and plants we thought we knew reveal another side of themselves,

encourage a second glance, perhaps even renewed interest.

The initiative is partnering photographers from around the world

fo celebrate these animals and ask people in their communities to
"go meet your neighbours”. This is conservation photography af
the grass roots level, asking people to care about their own natural
heritage, where they live and showing them how extraordinary it is

in a fresh way.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Europe/@47.7427667,9.9150391,6z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x46ed8886cfadda85:0x72ef99e6b3fcf079
http://www.dirk-funhoff.de/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/135104-Ichthyosaura-alpestris
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Guyana/@4.5326667,-58.4531346,7z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8dafefaf60d8c2b3:0x48e38867b6e54440
http://www.andrewmsnyder.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/22846-Ceratophrys-cornuta
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/atlantic+rainforest+brazil/@-11.3623197,-50.7302817,7z
http://www.primalshutter.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/24492-Brachycephalus-ephippium
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Africa/@-15.4383372,24.4555531,5z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x10a06c0a948cf5d5:0x108270c99e90f0b3
http://www.anura.it/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/23331-Hyperolius-marmoratus
http://amphibiaweb.org/sounds/Hyperolius_viridiflavus.mp3
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/south+texas/@25.7608579,-100.2979891,8z
http://www.wildsnap.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/26686-Rhinophrynus-dorsalis
http://www.edgeofexistence.org/amphibians/species_info.php?id=1355
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/amphibian_watch/media/mexican_burrowing_toad_call.aiff
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Highlands,+NC+28741/@34.8816746,-81.6404456,7z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x88591e43b7493627:0x7a4520f9a0c172d6
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/27120-Eurycea-bislineata
http://www.claybolt.com/
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https://www.google.com/maps/@4.4779048,-57.3325291,8z
http://www.andrewmsnyder.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/23746-Phyllomedusa-bicolor
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/India/@21.9057572,86.0750738,6z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x30635ff06b92b791:0xd78c4fa1854213a6
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/26459-Rhacophorus-bipunctatus
http://www.sandeshkadur.com/
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https://www.google.com/maps/@32.7700951,-80.2768721,7z
http://www.claybolt.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/65982-Lithobates-clamitans
http://www.arkive.org/green-frog/lithobates-clamitans/
http://peabody.yale.edu/sites/default/files/documents/vertebrate-zoology/greenfrog.wav
http://www.amphibians.org/
http://www.meetyourneighbours.net/
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https://www.google.com/maps/@46.089442,15.5474683,6z
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/27726-Salamandra-salamandra
http://www.arkive.org/common-fire-salamander/salamandra-salamandra/
http://www.e-fotografija.com/galerija/gallery_portfolios.php?user_id=3170
http://www.amphibians.org/
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https://www.google.com/maps/@46.089442,15.5474683,6z
http://www.niallbenvie.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/66322-Pelophylax-esculentus
http://sounds.bl.uk/Environment/Soundscapes/022M-W1CDR0001184-0700V0
http://www.amphibians.org/
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http://www.google.com/maps/@-2.548926,118.0148634,6z
http://www.jorisvanalphen.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/24606-Megophrys-nasuta
http://www.amphibians.org/
http://www.meetyourneighbours.net/
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https://www.google.com/maps/@34.3719464,-81.6674941,7z
http://www.claybolt.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/23783-Hyla-versicolor
http://www.herpsofnc.org/herps_of_NC/anurans/Hylchrver/Common%20Gray%20Treefrog.mp3
http://www.arkive.org/gray-treefrog/hyla-versicolor/
http://www.amphibians.org/
http://www.meetyourneighbours.net/
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Europe/@49.5,22,5z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x46ed8886cfadda85:0x72ef99e6b3fcf079
http://www.arkive.org/common-frog/rana-temporaria/
http://www.e-fotografija.com/galerija/gallery_portfolios.php?user_id=3170
http://sounds.bl.uk/Environment/Amphibians/022M-WAMPHX0297XX-0200V0
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/25591-Rana-temporaria
http://www.amphibians.org/
http://www.meetyourneighbours.net/
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https://www.google.com/maps/@-30.9507844,140.7959714,5z
http://www.johntiddyphotography.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/23668-Litoria-ewingii
http://amphibiaweb.org/sounds/Litoria_ewingii.wav
http://www.amphibians.org/
http://www.meetyourneighbours.net/

Meet Your Neighbours: The Amphibians 35



MLLt Your W
'EIS

O Click for Detail

36  Meet Your Neighbours: The Amphibians



https://www.google.com/maps/@35.1786517,-78.2103593,7z
http://www.claybolt.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/26790-Ambystoma-maculatum
http://www.amphibians.org/
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Haiti/@18.9519709,-71.8208634,9z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8eb6c6f37fcbbb11:0xb51438b24c54f6d3
http://www.robindmoore.com
http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/22190-Eleutherodactylus-nortoni
http://www.arkive.org/spiny-green-frog/eleutherodactylus-nortoni/
http://www.amphibians.org/
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To license images featured in this eBook please contact Nature Picture Library | www.naturepl.com
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